…………… Dental Practice Protocol - 

Managing Medical Emergencies

Ensure staff are appropriately trained and are competent in the use of the equipment and drugs that they would be expected to use. 

Ensure an up-to-date medical history is taken for all patients to facilitate identifying patients that are at particular risk of having a medical emergency. 

Appoint one member of the dental team to be responsible for resuscitation equipment and drugs. 

Ensure that staff know where to find emergency equipment and drugs, and drugs are stored safely in an 'emergency drug' box/container. 

Check supplies of equipment and drugs for use in medical emergencies weekly to ensure you have adequate quantities, drugs are in date and equipment is in working order

Check oxygen cylinders weekly, and after use, to ensure that they will enable adequate flow rates (10 litres/minute) to be maintained until the arrival of the ambulance or the patient recovers fully 

Keep a log of these checks

Keep the bag-valve-mask connected to the oxygen cylinder at all times and keep an assembled pocket mask in each surgery. 

Ensure oxygen cylinders and regulators are serviced or replaced in accordance with manufacturers’ current guidelines. (This is currently 5 years for standard steel/aluminium cylinders and standard regulators; new carbon-fibre cylinders might have to be serviced or exchanged every 3 years). 

Keep test certificates for oxygen cylinders and regulators (if not integral to the cylinders). 

As recommended by the GDC, ensure that arrangements are in place for at least two people to be available to deal with a medical emergency when treatment is planned to take place. 

Keep a written protocol of how to manage medical emergencies that includes: 

· signs and symptoms for each medical emergency;

· details of how to manage each type of medical emergency, and who in the dental team should do what; 

· directions to the practice to give to emergency services; 

· a note to give emergency services written details of any dental procedure that the patient has undergone and details of the medical emergency and any treatment given. 
Details of medical emergencies signs symptoms and initial management by following link below

· https://www.evidence.nhs.uk/formulary/bnf/current/guidance-on-prescribing/prescribing-in-dental-practice/medical-emergencies-in-dental-practice
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[Name and/or designation of responsible person]
Signature:
_______________
The following staff have read and understood this policy [include all team members].
	Dental Team Member 
	Position
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