[Name] Dental Practice Occupational Exposure Management (including Sharps) Policy [Date]

Occupational Exposure Management, including Sharps 
This policy and related procedures are based on Health Protection Scotland’s Standard Infection Control Precautions (National Infection Prevention and Control Manual).

……… [Name] Dental Practice provides training for all clinical staff on how to deal with a potential inoculation injury, following the procedures below. All injuries are reported to ……… [Name]. In the event of an injury, ……… [Name] will inform ……… [local Occupational Health Service or Health Board contact details] if a significant exposure injury occurs. Details of the incidents are recorded accurately in the practice’s Accident Book. 

Procedure 

When a needlestick/sharp injury occurs:

· Encourage the wound to bleed by squeezing gently; do not suck.

· Wash the wound thoroughly with warm running water and non-antimicrobial soap.

· Cover the wound with a waterproof plaster.

When splashes of potentially infected bodily fluids come into contact with non-intact skin or mucous membranes, follow the following procedure:

· Rinse/irrigate the area with copious amounts of water.

· If the eye is affected and contact lenses are present, remove them and then irrigate the eye.

· If the mouth is affected, do not swallow the water used for mouth rinsing.

Once these first aid procedures have been carried out:

· Report the injury to ……… [name of responsible person].

· Ensure details of the incident are recorded in the practice’s accident book which is located ……[location of accident book]. A full record of the incident should be made and details of who was injured, how the incident occurred, what action was taken, which dentists were informed and when and, if known, the name of the patient being treated should be included. Both the injured person and the dentist in charge  should countersign the record.

· If possible identify any patient-associated risk factors (HIV, Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C status).
· For all significant exposure events, the injured person should seek urgent advice from ……… [local arrangements e.g. occupational health service, health board local contact, GP] on what follow up action, including serological surveillance, is necessary. 

· The risk of acquiring HIV infection following an inoculation injury is small. If the source patient is HIV infected, the use of anti-retroviral drugs taken prophylactically within one hour if possible is recommended. Post exposure prophylaxis can be obtained from ……… [include details of local contact].

Policy last updated:
_______________   

Date of next review:
_______________
[Name and/or designation of responsible person]
Signature:

_______________
The following staff have read and understood this policy [include all team members].
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